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B y  rhc Chief, Public Safcty and Privntc Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau: 

I .  Before us are two requests to esteiid the December 20, 2002 deadline for filing reply 
coiiiinents in the captioned proceeding. On December 9, 2002, the Association o f  Public-Safety 
Commi~nica~ions Officials-lntcrnational, Inc. (APCO) requested an extension of the current date for the 
fi l ing o f  reply comments by twenty days ro January 10, 2003.' On December I O ,  2002, the Forestry 
Coiiservatioii Communications Association (FCCA) requested an extension o f  the date by thirty days to 
January 20, 20012 FCCA represents that APCO does not object to a th i t tyday extension.' For the 
reasons discussed herein, w e  granl FCCA's request. 

2 .  In  t l ie  N P R M i n  this proceeding, !he Commission sought comment on whether to modify 
the existing frequency coordinalion procedures for the Public Safety Pool below 470 MHz by expanding 
competitive frcquency The Commission received over thirty comments from frequency 
coordinalors, government entities, and individuals. FCCA and APCO argue that the current reply period - 
- fifteen days afier the comments were due' -- does not allow adequate time for careful review of initial 
comments and development of comprehensive responses that would assist  the Commission in this 
proceeding.& FCCA states rhat the public safety frequency coordinators w i l l  attempt to confer through the 
Public Safety Communications Council in  an effon IO narrow the issues and resolve differences among 
them, but that  they cannot complete this process by December 20, 2002.' FCCA and APCO both indicate 
t l iat the other nvo public safety coordinators, the Anicrican Association of State Highway Transportation 
Officials and the International Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc./lnrernational Municipal Signal 

See APCO Requesr for Exlension of Time IO File Reply Comments (filed Dec. 9, 2002). 

' S e e  FCCA Request for Exlension ofTime 10 File Reply Coniments (filed Dec. 10, 2002) 

,/d ar 1 

' Aniendment o f  Sections 90.20 and 90.175 o f  the Commission's Rules for Frequency Coordinaiion o f  Public Safety 
Frequencies in the Private Land Mobile Radio Below-470 MHz Band, Norice ofProposed Rulemaking, WT Docket 
No. 02-285 .  RM-10077, 17 FCC Rcd 17534, 17535 7 I(2002). 
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A\siii.ialion, also support a n  chlmsion of tlie i~cply period.' 

3. I t  i s  the policy o f  the Commission that cxlensions o f  time are not routinely granted.' 
Honever, we are encouraged by the prospect of a consensus position among the public safcty 
coordinalors 011 t h e  major issues iii th is proceeding. We arc tnindful o f  the iinportance o f  encouraging 
and faciliiating coopci.ation among l'tiblic Safety frcqtiency coordinators, which is so important to !he 
overall wccess of the Commission's licensing process," and we agree with FCCA and APCO that the 
complexity o f  isst ies present in this procceding warrants an extension of the reply comment deadline. We 
illerrfore grant the FCCA request. and exlend the reply coniment period to January 21, 2003.12 
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4.  ACCORDTNGLY. IT IS  ORDEKCD that pursuant to Section 4(i) of the Communications 
Aci o f  1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 4 154(i), end Section 1.46 o f  the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. 
4 1 .36, the Request for Extension o f  Time filed by the Forestry Conservation Communications 
Associalion oii December 10% 2002 IS GRANTED, and that the time for f i l ing reply comments in the 
capiioiied proceeding IS EXTENDED i i t i t i l  JANUARY 21, 2003. 

5 .  IT IS FURTIHER ORDERED thal Ihe Rcquesl for Exlension o f  Time filed by  the 
Associalion of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International: Inc. on December 9, 2002 IS 
GRANTED to the exleiit staled herein. 

6. This action i s  taken under delcgnied authority pursuant to Sections 0.13 I and 0.33 I of t l ie  
Commission's Rules. 47 C.F.R. $9 0.131, 0.331 

FEDERA]> COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

D'nana R .  Terry 
Chief. Public Safety and Private Wireless Division 
Wireless 1-elecoininunications Bureau 

IC/;  APCO Reqwst ai 2. 

',Se'c.e47C.FR. g 1.46(a) 

Cimmenrs. WT Dnckcl No.  02-55,  17 FCC Rcd 12074. 12074 1 2  (WTB PSPWD 2002). 
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C( Improving Public Safety Coinmiinkations in ihe 800 MHr Band,  Order Errending T/nie/or Fding o/Reply 

"Sce.V/'Rl/i. 17FCC Rcda! 1753776.  17538-391 12 

'' Gi i r t i  ihat the t l i inier l i  day i s  Sunday, lanuary 19. 2003. and ihai the nex t  succeeding day, Monday, January 20, 
200; IS a federal holiday, we extclid rhe reply colnmrnl filing peliod lo Tuesday, January 21. 2003. See 47 C.F.R. 8 
I .4(e)( I). 
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